
 

 

 

 
April 13, 2018 

 

The Honorable Donald J. Trump 

President 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 

Washington, DC 20500 

 

Dear President Trump: 

 

On behalf of LeadingAge, I want to thank you for signing the Consolidated 2018 Appropriations Act into 

law on March 23. This measure provides important new funding to meet older peoples’ needs for a place to 

live, food, heat and electricity, and other essential services. 

 

The mission of LeadingAge is to be the trusted voice for aging. Our 6,000+ members and partners include 

nonprofit aging services organizations, state partners, businesses, consumer groups, foundations, and 

researchers. LeadingAge is part of the Global Ageing Network, which spans 30 countries. LeadingAge is a 

501(c)(3) tax exempt charitable organization focused on education, advocacy, and applied research. 

 

The appropriations measure provides funding that affordable housing providers have sought for years. 

Section 202 affordable senior housing will receive the first significant new construction funding since FY 

2011, which could fund about 760 new Section 202 homes. The bill’s expansion of access to the Department 

of Housing and Urban Development’s Rental Assistance Demonstration program will give many senior 

housing providers a proven way to bring private financing to the preservation of their communities. We 

greatly appreciate the increase in funding for service coordinators and the continuation of congregate service 

grants. These programs help older people access the supportive services they need to continue living 

independently. Other provisions of the bill also will help thousands of older people. Congregate and home-

delivered meals programs received significant funding increases over last year’s levels. Supportive services 

and senior centers and the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance (LIHEAP) programs were strengthened.  

 

While this fiscal 2018 funding is of enormous importance, much more work remains. Waiting lists for 

affordable senior housing remain years-long; in many communities, they have closed altogether. To ensure 

the efficient operation of existing affordable housing properties, all contract renewals must be funded for a 

full 12-month period for fiscal 2019. And to serve a growing older adult population, nutrition, energy 

assistance, and supportive services programs will need more resources, not flat funding or budget cuts. 

 

Thank you again for signing the legislation that will enable our members to meet basic needs for thousands 

of older people in this country. We look forward to continued work with you and members of Congress on 

policies to serve our older generations. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Katie Smith Sloan  

President & CEO 

LeadingAge 


